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HUNTINGTON, Indiana, July XX, 2013 – As the historic debate on 

immigration reform moves from the U.S. Senate to the House of 

Representatives, Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles – an 

immigrant himself -- brings his timely and practical perspective to the 

forefront in Immigration and the Next America: Renewing the Soul of 

Our Nation (Our Sunday Visitor, 2013).  

 

“Immigration is about more than immigration,” states Archbishop 

Gomez, a native of Monterrey, Mexico and a naturalized American 

citizen. “It’s about our national identity and destiny.” In his book, Gomez 

brings forward questions that he believes are inseparable from the national debate. What is America? 

What does it mean to be an American? Where are we headed as a country? What should the next America 

look like? 

 

Archbishop Gomez believes it is more urgent than ever to create a path to citizenship and to prevent the 

explosive growth of an “underclass society” of immigrants who have no rights. He also proposes a 

balanced approach including a visa program and a sensible method of border protection that respects the 

human dignity of all persons.  

 

“I have come to the conclusion that immigration reform offers us a special moment as a nation,” stated 

Archbishop Gomez. “We have a chance to create a path to welcome millions of new Americans who 

would share our national ideals, beliefs, and values.”  

 

Currently serving as chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Migration and 

a papal appointee to the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, the archbishop has been writing and 

speaking about immigration for 20 years. He calls the debate, “a human rights test of our generation,” and 

a historical moment that will define America.  

  

“America’s story is unique and exceptional among the nations of history,” states Gomez. “Our identity is 

spiritual. Americans are committed to a dream, to a vision of a world where men and women live in 

freedom, dignity, and equality.”  

 

A passionate – and personal -- 

contribution to the national debate 

on immigration reform 



### 

 

For an interview with Archbishop Gomez, please contact Christine Valentine-Owsik at: (215) 230-8095 

or cowsik@osv.com 

 

AABOUT OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 

 

The world’s largest English-language Catholic publisher, Our Sunday Visitor serves millions of Catholics 

globally through its publishing, offertory, and communication services. Established in 1912, Our Sunday 

Visitor publishes a wide range of books including Bibles, biographies of the saints, books by Pope 

Benedict XVI, children’s books, devotionals, bible studies, inspirational works, and curriculum. Our 

Sunday Visitor is a not-for-profit organization, returning a portion of net earnings back to the Catholic 

community through the Our Sunday Visitor Institute.  For more information, visit www.osv.com. 
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Archbishop José H. Gomez is one of the leading moral voices in the American Catholic Church. He is the 

Archbishop of Los Angeles, the nation’s largest Catholic community and the Chairman of the United 

States Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Migration and a papal appointee to the Pontifical Commission for 

Latin America. Archbishop Gomez is a native of Monterrey, Mexico and a naturalized American citizen. 

His writings, speeches and homilies are available at www.archbishopgomez.com. 
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